
Tess and Karl are uneasy and restless, moving about endlessly. Karl waves a cricket bat 
about and Tess constantly checks her phone. Malcolm sits wearing a gas mark and taking 
notes here and there.

TESS
The dusk fell quietly, calmly and it felt like we were 
at the seaside or a seaside like town.

KARL
What’s the core message again?

Tess grabs the notes off Malcolm and flicks a long way back. She keeps hold of the 
notebook.

TESS
‘It’s all fine.’

KARL
It doesn’t telegraph ‘it’s all fine’ to me. Does it 
have to be ‘or seaside like town’ seems a bit wishy-
washy. Are we talking Bournemouth or Bourton on 
the Water?

TESS
Perhaps Brighton. It’s one of her non-negotiables. 
Along with a variation of ‘Don’t Panic’ without 
saying ‘Don’t Panic.’ Deadline’s in an hour, so we 
can’t quibble too much. She’ll be calling soon.

MALCOLM
(in gas mask)

Are we sure she didn’t breathe it in?

TESS/KARL
What?

MALCOLM
(louder in gas mask)

Are we sure she didn’t breathe it in?

TESS
The air’s clean in here you don’t need the mask.
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MALCOLM
(in gas mask)

What?

TESS
(louder)

The bunker has air filters. We’re safe in here.

MALCOLM
(louder in gas mask)

But did she breathe it in?

TESS
(louder)

What?

KARL
Ignore him he’s a moron.

Malcolm takes off the gas mask and Karl takes it off him.

MALCOLM
What?

KARL
I said  you’re deaf in one ear.

MALCOLM
Yes. Yes. I am. Maybe the PM once went to the 
seaside and it was nice, and so she thought this is 
nice and like it could be considered a fine situation 
and therefore if I mention a seaside town, or even a 
town that is somewhat seaside-esque in nature the 
audience will feel comforted against the dire 
situation. But also maybe she breathed it in?

TESS
We vetoed situation. And we’re definitely not using 
dire. It’s potentially an issue and we are resolved to 
be against this scenario, however unfortunate, yet 
non-threatening it might be.  Are you writing this 
down? 
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MALCOLM
No.

TESS
Well you should be. Why do we have him again?

KARL
You slept with his father.

TESS
Did I?  I don’t remember.

KARL
Phil. The Christmas party. It was a costume party. 
We had the rose, you wore the cat suit, I came as 
Batman. It was almost like we’d planned it together. 
Although we hadn’t planned it together  because I 
didn’t know your costume beforehand--

TESS
Why would that mean I have to employ his son?

MALCOLM
(not getting any of this)

I’m only deaf in one ear.

KARL
Politics. Are there any sandwiches?

TESS
And my latte? I can’t write a grandstanding speech 
of comfort and things that sound like promises but 
are actually vague disinterest, on an empty stomach. 

KARL
Mine was a Ploughmans.

MALCOLM
I might have left them in the car.

KARL
You did or you didn’t, there is no ‘might’.
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MALCOLM
I left them in the car.

TESS
Go get them then.

MALCOLM
The air though?

Karl hands him the mask back. He goes off stage to try the door. He backs in during Tess 
and Karl’s conversation, they ignore him as he makes a run at the door off-stage. He does 
this twice.

TESS
Maybe if we thought how we’re ending the speech, 
we could really grab the middle. She’ll be calling 
soon wanting an update.

KARL
I liked the core message.

TESS
It’s all fine? I mean, this is the ending, we would 
have established it’s all fine by now. It’s not 
particularly ‘crisis managed’ --

KARL
It’s not a crisis though, more of a sticky situation.

TESS
Sticky’s a bit ick.  

KARL
Iffy?

TESS
The whole concept of the speech is ‘it’s fine’ which 
isn’t an iffy situation. It’s not even a situation. As 
that’s vetoed. And it’s definitely not a crisis. 
Where’s Marmaduke gone? Why did I sleep with 
someone who named their child Marmaduke?

Emily Cracknell 4.



KARL
Malcolm. I don’t know, all I remember is we had a 
couple of drinks, we were chatting along fine and 
then I turned my back for one minute and there you 
were with Phil--

Malcolm shuffles back on stage, clearly with nothing in his hands except the gas mask.

TESS
You were going to get the sandwiches? 

MALCOLM
Yes.

TESS
Did you forget the sandwiches? 

MALCOLM
No. There’s just a situation--

TESS
(panicked)

Do we even have any food in this survivalist hell-
hole? I can’t write this bull-shit on an empty 
stomach. It’s not fair working conditions.

KARL
We’re not using situation still. Conditions seem iffy 
as well.

MALCOLM
With the door.

KARL
(to Tess)

My cousin put a lot of work into this place, god 
rest her soul. 

MALCOLM
The door seems a little jammed. 

TESS
I thought this was a government building? 
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KARL
We rent it out. 

MALCOM
Just a tad jammed.

TESS
(starting to lose it)

Corruption all around. Insider trading, nepotism, 
cronyism. Poor working conditions...

KARL
Did you push it?

MALCOLM
Yes.

TESS
Did you make a run at it?

MALCOLM
Yes.

TESS/KARL
Oh.  Right. Great. Fine.

MALCOLM
Twice.

KARL
This is easily fixed. Crisis is our middle name.

TESS
This isn’t a crisis. There is no crisis. Vetoed. 

MALCOM
My middle name is Gary.

KARL
Or even a situation, it’s more of a snafu. 
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MALCOLM
After Oldman. Gary Oldman. My uncle. Not by 
birth. He’s just like a mate of my dad’s. I think. 
Although we’re not very close.

TESS
Phil- right? Your dad I mean?

There’s a loud CLANG. From overhead. They’re all momentarily silent. With each 
CLANG the group get closer and closer together and more nervous of their surroundings.

TESS (CONT’D)
What was that?

MALCOLM
Not Glitter. People think it’s after Glitter but it’s 
not. Who’s Phil?

KARL
It’s probably just rats.

TESS
What do you mean it’s probably just rats? How 
fucking big are these bloody rats?

KARL
Just average-sized regular rats. 

MALCOLM
It didn’t sound like rats.

TESS
I wanted to be a red-coat.

KARL
We don’t always get to work with the politician 
we’d like to--

TESS
At Butlins. A red-coat at Butlins. That was the 
dream.

KARL
Ok. Ok. Let’s focus. Don’t panic. Phil’s your dad.
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MALCOLM
Oh right, yeah sure. My dad. Phil. Sure. When’s the 
PM calling again?

TESS
Soon. The upside of not being able to get out of this 
somewhat enclosed, small space  is we won’t 
breathe it in. We’re protected from the non-
threatening scenario. That’s the upside. And it’s 
probably just really, fucking large rats. This 
wouldn’t happen at Butlins.

KARL
So the middle of the speech should really underline 
how fine everything is. How unlikely that it could 
be any more fine, how it’s never been this fine for 
past generations and actually if it had been fifty 
years ago, or more, we’d all be dead. So that’s 
pretty bloody fine.

MALCOLM
Really bloody fine, although, dead seems really 
strong. Possibly too close to ‘crisis’ and more rather 
than less of the ‘don’t panic.’

TESS
Deceased. Ceased to be. Not existing. 

KARL
Couldn’t be more less existing if we tried?  
Technically we weren’t born so --

There’s another large, long CLANG from above. They’re all silent momentarily once 
more and gather ever tighter together.

KARL (CONT’D)
It’s just rats. It’s probably their mating season.

MALCOLM
Is there an off-season for rats mating?
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TESS
So apart from the key message there were also some 
key takeaways, which are, we wrote them 
somewhere.

She pushes the notebook on Malcolm who finds the right page.

MALCOLM
1) Don’t panic. 2) Stay indoors. 3) Don’t breathe 
the air. 

TESS
 Right I’ve think we’ve really decimated ‘don’t 
panic.’

KARL
We’ve got that loud and clear with the seaside town 
reference.

MALCOLM
Exactly.  Very clear that we shouldn’t panic.

TESS
Right so let’s expand  a couple of ideas on the idea 
of saying ‘stay indoors’ which read as friendly, 
doesn’t use the term ‘stay indoors’ but also says 
‘we’re in control of the situation.’

MALCOLM
Scenario. Because the PM is in control of the 
scenario.

KARL
Well lets not get into semantics. She neither is nor 
isn’t. 

MALCOLM
The Home Office strongly advises a stay-cation or 
prolonged duvet day. 

The CLANGS start again except they’ve gained some rhythm. 
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MALCOLM (CONT’D)
(disturbed)

They’ve got rhythm these rats.

TESS
It’s not rats, it’s never rats. It’ll be some American 
psychopath who’s locked us in and is going to slice 
us up into artisanal ham.  

MALCOLM
They could be Nordic. Nordic’s very in.

KARL
Great murderers the Nordics.  Danes especially. 

MALCOLM
So we’re advising a stay-cation. What do we tell 
them about not breathing?

KARL
I think that’s implied with the combination of not 
panicking clearly stated with seaside towns and the 
not leaving the house with the extended duvet day. 
Realistically we’ve covered all bases solidly for 
those  particular subjects.

There’s a further CLANG.

TESS
Urgh. I don’t like it. I don’t like it. 

She makes a run off-stage for the door. BANGS come off stage.

MALCOLM
Why does everyone think my dad’s called Phil?

KARL
What is your dad called?

MALCOLM
Steve.

Tess comes running back on stage.
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TESS
It’s locked. It’s really locked.

There are further louder CLANGS overhead. Nobody is calm.

TESS (CONT’D)
Oh god. The Americans are coming.

KARL
We’re pretty sure they’re Swedish.

The three of them stand hunched together, Tess wielding the cricket bat in the centre.

Tess’s mobile phone RINGS.

TESS
It’s the PM.

She picks up.

TESS (CONT’D)
It’s all fine, it’s just rats.  Don’t panic.

The End
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